TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
3 “Dedicate Your Body”                 
Conviction #3:  “My body is the living temple of God and must not be defiled by the lusts of the flesh.”
Scripture: Ezekiel 36:16-21; I Corinthians 6:9-20
Key Verse: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.” Exodus 20:7           
Theme:  Christian behavior reflects upon how the name of the Lord is regarded.
Introduction
CONVICTIONS are what we have been talking about these several Sundays.  Our faith in Jesus Christ either results in some strong convictions, or else our faith is a lot of wishful thinking.  What are convictions “They are basic scriptural principles which you purpose to follow no matter what the cost.”  It’s like the advertisement which says: “I’d rather fight than switch—that’s a conviction.

Do you have any convictions about who you are as a Christian, what it means to be a Christian, or is your faith merely some preferences, beliefs, or opinions. ought to be.  If we Christians are going to meet the pressures of destructive influence of wrong desires, false philosophies, and satanic temptations, then we need to find our ground where to stand.
Thus far, using the Ten Commandments as our guide, we have seen that two of the ten convictions: 1) “The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the final authority for my faith and life.”  God says He wants no other gods before Him that is why He has revealed Himself, the record of that revelation is in the Bible so if you want to know what God is like and what He expects from you, then you’d better make the Bible your authority.
2) “My purpose in life is to seek God with my whole heart and to build my priorities around His goals.”  God is concerned about the image we have of Him, because the kind 
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of God we think He is like will be reflected in the kind of lifestyle we live.  Our challenge is to 
really get to know God from His Word and in obedience, and get excited about what He’s doing.
Now we come to the third conviction, we need to develop in our Christian living.  God says in the third commandment: 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.”

Your behavior as a Christian, in word and actions definitely reflects how seriously you bear the name of Christian—God’s name.  Therefore:  “This third conviction—my body is the living temple of God and must not be defiled by the lusts of the flesh.”

This morning let’s approach our study by considering three things: 1) What is involved in using the name of God: 2) How do we abuse God’s name and take it in vain: 3) How can we protect God’s name by reflecting it.
I.  USING GOD’S NAME       
The first thing we notice about this third commandment is that the emphasis is on the NAME OF GOD.  “Thou shalt not take the name of God in vain.”  When you first look at this you may wonder, what the big deal is, it doesn’t seem so serious.  After all we tell our children, that when other kids call you a bad name, don’t get all excited. “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words can never hurt me.”
But in reality, why is it that we get angry when someone calls us an unkind name? Because my name is linked with my person.  If someone were to say that Rev. Steve Struikmans is a phony and a hypocrite, he may be merely using a name, but that name stands for me.  The person is linked with the name and the name with the person.  
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The point of this commandment is that God, who has revealed Himself, has also revealed His name.  Listen carefully to this statement.  “thou shalt not take the name of THE LORD—thy God…”That word LORD in the Hebrews Bible is YAHWEH. Some have translated this to be JEHOVAH.  In Exodus 3:13,14 Moses was all upset because God had called Him to deliver the Israelite people and so he asked God, “if the people come to me and ask me who sent me, what shall I  answer.”  God said to Moses, “Say to the people, ‘I am who I AM sent me to you.”  That’s what the name Yahweh means, “He 
who causes to be, or the great I Am.”  This personal name of God reveals something about His character, His greatness, and God’s name expresses His person.  So you see, God does not want His name distorted, because then it will distort His person in the minds of people.   If someone is called a bad name, this will cause people to doubt his character.  God does not want us to give Him a bad name.  
The second significant fact about using God’s name is that it links Him with His PRESENCE.  Numerous times the Bible speaks of God’s people who call upon the name of the Lord.  To use God’s name means that we can come into His presence.  I can walk in a crowd of people in which there is a lot of talking going on, but the moment I hear my name, I make my presence available.  Knowing and using the name of God means that we can have a personal relationship with Him, we may call upon Him and have fellowship with Him.

In the New Testament Jesus makes the promise that when two or three are gathered IN   MY NAME there I will be in their midst.  His name means His presence.   But if we want that kind of fellowship with God, God has revealed a name that draws us right into the presence of God, the name of Jesus.  In John 16:23 we read: “Verily, verily I say unto you, whatsoever you shall ask the Father IN MY NAME, He will give it to you.”  In the name of Jesus is the presence of God’s salvation, and then we must honor that name above every name. 
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The third significant fact about using the name of God is that it is linked with power.  The authority of the person comes with the name.  If a student were to go out on the playground of Temecula School and say, “Mr. Anderson told me to take this ball away from you,” that person speaks in the power and authority of the superintendent.  Likewise God has made His name known in order that His people might have the authority to speak in His behalf.  We read of people being healed in the name of Jesus, people are baptized in the name of Jesus; we come to the throne of God in the name of Jesus.  The name of the Lord represents His power.

What then is the significance of using God’s name?  Everything…It is linked to His person, His presence, and His power.  Ought then not this name of our Lord to be reverenced and held in highest esteem? 
II. ABUSING GOD’S NAME                         
But the sad fact is this, that even though we know the name of God, we tend to take it in vain, we abuse it.  To take the name of God in vain means that we do not take God, His presence, His power seriously. It means to speak and to live as if God had never come and as if He is not really present.  Perhaps we should point out how we take His name in vain and abuse it.

First of all, to take God’s name in vain is to abuse it by PROFANITY.  The use of profanity has become so commonplace in our day that we read it on the back bumpers of cars, we hear it on TV.  Millions today can’t utter a single sentence without dragging God or Christ into it somehow.  But what bothers me the most is when I hear Christians swear with such ease and eloquence.   Have you stopped to realize what you do?  The very name that makes possible the person, presence and power of God is dragged through the garbage heap in order that we may reek out our vengeance and anger.  In           Colossians 3:8, God’s Word says, “But put them all away…foul talk from your mouth.  The Bible says that it is a sin for people of God to use profanity.  In fact, the Bible says it is not only sinful, but abnormal.  James 3:9-12 says, “Therewith we bless God…and 
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therewith curse we men, which are made after the image of God.  Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing.  My brethren this ought not to be so.  Does a spring pour forth from the same opening fresh water and bitters?”  How then can you take the same name in which you claim your salvation and use it in your profanity?  
Secondly, we take God’s name in vain by way of swearing oaths and vows and then not keeping them.  Think of the solemn promises you have made to God or in the name of God.  Think of the marriage vow.   The breaking of a marriage vow in our day has become so complacent that it has made marriage a mockery. When you stood before God confessing Him to be your Lord and Savior, promising to love and serve Him, God holds you accountable.  It grieves my spirit when a young person or adult comes to Christ confessing Him, promising to be His person, and then two weeks later there’s no difference.  Ecclesiastes 5:4 says, “When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it; for he has no pleasure in fools…It is better that you should not vow than that you should 
vow and not pay.  Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger that it was a mistake; why should God be angry at your  voice and destroy the works of your hand.:
Then, finally, we also take the name of God in vain by way 
of LIVING HIS NAME IN VAIN, BY OUR LIFESTYLE.  The phrase, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord your God in vain”, could more literally be translated:  “You shall not PICK UP AND CARRY ALONG THE NAME…” When a woman marries, she takes her husband’s name and carries through life.  When a person becomes a Christian he takes the name of God or Christ—CHRIST-ian and carries it through life.  He carries God’s name into his business, school, and social life.  He either carries it with dignity or in vain.

When you take up God’s name and carry it as your own as CHRISTIAN, your lifestyle has a definite bearing on the person, presence and power of the Lord.   In the Scripture lesson of this morning from Ezekiel 36:16 we read that the Lord was very upset with His people because of their wicked lifestyle.  Then He says in verse 20: “But when they came 
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to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my Holy Name in that people said of them, “”These are the people of the Lord, and yet because of their wickedness they go out of this land.”  In 2 Samuel 12:14 when Nathan the prophet had confronted David with His sin with Bathsheba he says to him: “Howbeit, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.”  The way you live will reflect what you think of God.  
A pastor once told me the story of a layman in his church who was at the scene of a very serious accident in which a fellow employee was dying.  The call went out, “get the paramedics.”  Everyone was ready and able to help and do something.  But then the dying man said, “It’s too late for a doctor.  Is there anyone who can tell me about my soul?”  This layman said, “Pastor, there were twelve of us ready to help the man with his body, but was not one to help him with his soul.”  “What are your saying?”  replied the pastor, “You could have helped him.  You could have knelt with him and shared Christ and prayed with him.”  The layman replied, “No, I’m afraid not. Because you see, I’m not the same man on the construction job that I am here in church.  The men down there have never heard that I teach a Sunday school class or am on their church board or hear me 
pray.  But they have heard me swear, tell dirty jokes, and lose my temper and have caught me in moments of dishonesty.”

Here was a man who could not take the name of God to a dying friend because he had already taken God’s name to his friend in vain.

III. REFLECTING GOD’S NAME      
Here is an area in which we must develop a deep spiritual conviction.  When you identify with Jesus Christ to be your Savior and Lord, God has made Himself available to you—all His person, presence and power.  Now I challenge you to reflect that name with dignity.  That is the name that is above every name “At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.”  Commit yourself that you will reflect the true image and meaning of that name you bear. 
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Reflect that precious name first of all by controlling your tongue.   Eph. 4:29 says: “Let no evil talk come out of your mouth, but only as such that is fit for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear.”  Think through what you say to people, so that it builds up and truly brings honor to God.  You and I reflect God’s name when our words offer God’s grace, His salvation and His promises.  Never be ashamed to put in a good word for Jesus Christ with people.

Secondly reflect God’s name by consecrating your body to Him.  There are some Christians who have the idea that they can receive Christ into their lives and then live anyway they please.  Listen to what God’s Word says in I Cor. 6:19, 20, “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God.  You are not your own, you have been bought with a price.  So glorify God with your body.”
Have you confessed Christ to be your Savior and you are having sexual relationships outside of marriage?  You are taking God’s name in vain.  Don’t you know that every time you are involved in that sin you involve God’s person, and presence also.  In                       I Thess. 4:2-5  we read: “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from immorality; that each one of you know how to take a wife for himself in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the heathen who do not know God.”
Have you confessed Christ and now continue to get drunk and attend wild parties and take drugs. You are taking God’s name in vain, because you have given Him your life, you bear His name, your body belongs to the Lord.  I Peter 4:2 says: “So live for the rest of your lives in the flesh, no longer by human passions, but by the will of God.”  Consecrate your body to the Lord Jesus Christ so you will truly reflect His name in all the honor and glory that God is worthy.
Will you make this your conviction in living your Christian life: “My body is the living temple of God and not to be defiled by the lusts of the flesh?”
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Let’s take a moment and silently in prayer confess to the Lord how you have taken His name in vain. Search out lifestyle—attitudes, actions and habits.  What are areas that hurt God’s honor?  Take a moment and tell God that you want to use His name, you will use God’s name, but only to develop a closer walk with Him and that you will reflect His person, presence and power in your daily life.
